HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
historical conditions. Analytically, we may Consider
Communism in the abstract, in which case we may
discuss the material and social conditions of its
appearance in society at large. Synthetically, we may
return from abstract thinking to the setting in which
the Communist perspective expresses itself in Russia.
These processes will enable us to clarify our notions
about the distinctions between analytical and synthetic
Communism, between theory and practice. This
switching backwards and forwards from analysis to
synthesis may be applied with profit not merely to
Communism but to every perspective that has ap-
peared in the history of the world. For example, we
may take a perspective such as that of the ancient
Greeks. Analytically, we may try to classify the main
conditions compatible with the Greek city state view
of society: mercantile trade, certain forms of in-
dividual craftsmanship, a geography rendering state
centralism difficult, a way of life demanding ad hoc
codes of rational law and order under which traders
and landowners may conduct their affairs. "Wealth
must be sufficiently great for the workers, or slaves, to
be able to support a body of elite^ the citizenry. These
are some of the analytical foundations of the Greek
view of life, without which the Republic of Plato, or
the c*New Constitution^ of Qeisthenes could not
79